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INTRODUCING ‘PITCHING IN’ – THE NEW PARTNER OF THE ISTHMIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
 
GVC is delighted to announce that the new sponsor of the, Isthmian, Northern Premier and Southern 
Leagues - is Pitching In. 
 
Pitching In, is a new Grassroots Sports Investment Programme that has today been launched by 
GVC, the multi-national sports-betting and gaming group which owns Ladbrokes and Coral.   
 
The partnership covers all three leagues that make up Steps 3 & 4 of the National Leagues System, 
who market themselves collectively as the Trident Leagues. 
 
England footballing legend Stuart Pearce, who played for Wealdstone FC for five years at the start of 
his long and illustrious career, has been appointed as the official Pitching In ambassador. 
 
Stuart Pearce, ambassador for the Pitching In programme, says: 
 
“I am delighted to be taking up the role of ambassador for Pitching In, as I’m passionate about the 
importance of investing in grassroots sports and in developing young talent. I started out playing for 
Wealdstone FC before joining Coventry City so I understand how important funding is to the non-league 
game. Grassroots football is facing huge challenges at the moment and many clubs are struggling to 
stay afloat. GVC’s Pitching In investment will help make a big difference to hundreds of clubs and 
thousands of players across the country.” 
 
Pitching In has been set up with the objective of supporting, protecting and encouraging grassroots 
sports in the UK through a range of initiatives. 
 
In addition to financial support, a key focus of the partnership will be to facilitate and encourage 
members of the community to become volunteers, and do some pitching in of their own. A Pitching In 
volunteering scheme will be established to link GVC’s Ladbrokes and Coral shop colleagues with their 
local clubs. 
 
In the weeks ahead Pitching In and the Trident Leagues will be announcing further initiatives to 
provide financial support and opportunities for all the 226 clubs (rising to 240 in 2021). 
 
For more information on Pitching In please visit www.gvc-plc.com/pitchingin  
 
ENDS. 
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Proudly supporting Hertford Town FC



Telephone: 01202 830588 
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Ben’s Pen 

 

It’s been a mixed bag when it comes to results since my last programme notes. A 

thoroughly entertaining win against Harlow was followed up by a frustrating Tuesday 

evening as we succumbed to Waltham Abbey. On those two performances, I thought 

we played some excellent attacking football and deserved to take more out of the 6 

points on offer. The irony was that had we beaten Waltham Abbey we would have 

been sitting at the top of the table after our win away at a very good Westfield team. 

Progress has definitely been made on and off the pitch over the last twelve months 

and although we are a long way from where we would like to take this football club, 

we are building on solid, sustainable foundations and it’s very pleasing to see some 

‘old’ supporters returning to Hertingfordbury Park to cheer on the young squad we 

have.  These impressive home performances have not been quite as good away, 

having lost in the FA Trophy to Faversham and more recently lost to Chertesy. It 

always serves as a timely reminder to not get too ahead of ourselves when results 

are positive and not get too low when they’re not in our favour.   We have a very 

young squad that is packed full of exciting ability and potential, but as a result will 

sometimes be inconsistent. Going forward we need to learn quickly from these 

defeats and rectify in subsequent games. Context and perspective is what is always 

needed, but if we look how far the club and players have come in twelve months 

then it’s an exciting period for the club in the coming years! Certainly with the 

current FA Youth Cup team that has excelled in the qualifying rounds and now find 

themselves in the First Round Proper against MK DONS at Stadium MK. I’m sure, you 

like me, are extremely proud of our young players and how they have represented 

Hertford Town FC, so let’s get behind the boys for the game and hopefully start to 

see some of these faces getting into the first team! 

 

I hope you enjoy the game! 

 

Regards 

 

Ben  



 

Club Details 

 

Address: 

Hertingfordbury Park 

West Street  

Hertford  SG13 8EZ 

Tel:  01992 583716     founded 1908 

 

  

 

 

Acting Chairman: Colin Hay 
 
Club Secretary: Marc Sinfield 
 
Manager: Ben Herd 
 
Press Officer: Peter Hough 
 
Programme Editor: As Press Officer 
 
Safety Officer: As Club Secretary 
 

website: www.hertfordtownfc.com 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hertfordtownfc.com&data=02%7C01%7CP.Hough%40mdx.ac.uk%7C2c21105dc91c486285c008d71fe02407%7C38e37b88a3a148cf9f056537427fed24%7C0%7C0%7C637012919869978610&sdata=aMB4PmaH%2BOXnaflgcu3KPD3RQT9S9UEXKN4umhBWdvg%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the FA statement that there 

should be a zero tolerance approach against racism and all forms of 

discrimination. Accordingly any form of discriminatory abuse whether it be 

based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, faith, age, ability or 

any other form of abuse will be reported to The Football Association for 

action by that Association.  

 

 

   The FA 0800 085 0508  Kick it Out 020 7253 0162 

 

 

 



INTRODUCING ‘PITCHING IN’ – THE NEW PARTNER OF THE ISTHMIAN 
LEAGUE 

GVC is delighted to announce that the new sponsor of the Isthmian, Northern 
Premier, and Southern Leagues - is Pitching In. Pitching In, is a new 
Grassroots Sports Investment Programme that has today been launched by 
GVC, the multi-national sports-betting and gaming group which owns 
Ladbrokes and Coral. 

The partnership covers all three leagues that make up Steps 3 & 4 of the 
National Leagues System, who market themselves collectively as the Trident 
Leagues. England footballing legend Stuart Pearce, who played for 
Wealdstone FC for five years at the start of his long and illustrious career, has 
been appointed as the official Pitching In ambassador. Stuart Pearce says: 

“I am delighted to be taking up the role of ambassador for Pitching In, as I’m 
passionate about the importance of investing in grassroots sports and in 
developing young talent. I started out playing for Wealdstone FC before 
joining Coventry City so I understand how important funding is to the non-
league game. Grassroots football is facing huge challenges at the moment 
and many clubs are struggling to stay afloat. GVC’s Pitching In investment will 
help make a big difference to hundreds of clubs and thousands of players 
across the country.” 

Pitching In has been set up with the objective of supporting, protecting and 
encouraging grassroots sports in the UK through a range of initiatives. In 
addition to financial support, a key focus of the partnership will be to 
facilitate and encourage members of the community to become volunteers, 
and do some pitching in of their own. A Pitching In volunteering scheme will 
be established to link GVC’s Ladbrokes and Coral shop colleagues with their 
local clubs. 

In the weeks ahead Pitching In and the Trident Leagues will be announcing 
further initiatives to provide financial support and opportunities for all the 
226 clubs (rising to 240 in 2021). 

For more information on Pitching In please visit www.gvc-plc.com/pitchingin 

http://www.gvc-plc.com/pitchingin


POLITE NOTICE TO ALL VISITORS 
It is the responsibility of anyone visiting our stadium to only do so if 
they are confident that they are free of COVID-19. Anyone showing 

signs of the illness should follow the latest UK Government 
Guidance at 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and not attend the game. 
Assuming you are safe to attend we would be most grateful if you could 
adhere to the following guidance: 
1: Please arrive early as entry into the ground may be more delayed than 
usual. 
2: We will be trialling a cashless admission system, however we 
recommend you bring cash for entry if for unforeseen reasons the system 
fails. 
3: We will be capturing contact information to adhere with Track and Trace 
guidelines. Please support this by providing contact details at the Track & 
Trace Station (situated directly opposite the main turnstile). You can 
provide your details: 
a. Electronically, by downloading the EvePass App at https://evepass.app/ 
b. Or by filling in the contact details form at the Track & Trace Station. 
4: Please adhere to the signage and restrictions around the ground at all 
times 
5:Please bring a mask for wearing in confined areas. We want to protect 
you and our volunteers 
6: Please use the hand sanitisation provided around the ground 
7:If you should feel ill with COVID-19 type symptoms, please have 
someone alert a Hertford Town FC Volunteer in the bar area immediately. 
We will then escort you to a quarantine area and seek immediate medical 
assistance. 

Our primary concern is the health and safety of everyone that comes to 
our club. Your support in making sure the club is a safe environment for 

people to attend is greatly appreciated. 
stayalert #controlthevirus #savelives 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Today’s Opponents 

Chalfont St Peter AFC History    

The club was formed in 1926 and played local junior football from its ground on Gold 
Hill Common. 1948 saw a move to the Great Western Combination and a year later 
the club moved to its present location, although the picturesque name of Mill 
Meadow belies its origins as a refuse tip. As the club developed off the field thanks to 
the support of many volunteers so success began to arrive on the field and in 1952 
the first silverware was won, the Berks & Bucks FA Intermediate Cup. Senior status 
followed and progress through the Parthenon League, London League and Spartan 
League followed. 
 
The early 1970’s were difficult for the club but a move into the Athenian league saw a 
change in fortunes. The 1980’s, now in the Isthmian League, brought some 
consistency in league performances and some successful campaigns in the FA Cup 
and FA Vase. The 1990’s was another difficult decade, culminating in a low point of 
two successive bottom places. 2001/02 saw a rebuild under Martin Dean with a good 
start to the season but a subsequent falling away saw them finish 14th. The lower 
echelons became the accustomed territory for Saints for several seasons until Dean’s 
departure at the end of the 2003/04 season. Managing Chalfont to victory in the 
Berks & Bucks Under-18 Challenge Cup was a young Danny Edwards. His reward was 
to be handed the reins of the First Team for the new season. And so began a 
rollercoaster ride of success and near misses that continued until just recently. 
 
A restructuring within the Isthmian league at the end of the 2005/06 season saw 
Saints moving to the Spartan South Midlands Premier League. 2006/07 saw a top half 
finish in their first season in the Spartan and a trophy for the cabinet, the Wycombe 
Senior Cup, secured with a 7-0 win over Downley Albion at the Wycombe Wanderers 
ground. 2007/08 was a hugely successful season. Danny Edwards was developing an 
exciting squad and the style of play was both entertaining and successful. Good runs 
in both the FA Cup and FA Vase came together with a Final appearance in the 
Premier Division Cup. Topping them all was winning the Challenge Trophy with a 2-0 
win over Brimsdown Rovers. A close three-horse race in the league saw Saints pipped 
at the post into runners-up spot. 2008/09 was about building on the standards set in 
the previous season. And it didn’t disappoint. Some top scalps in the FA Cup heralded 
a season of cup runs. The FA Vase was the crowning glory, with the Saints making it 
all the way to the semi-final and being heart breaking seconds away from winning 
the right to play at Wembley. Saints were in the hunt for the league title all the way 
to the last week of the season but the fixture congestion caused by the cup successes 
began to tell and they couldn’t quite make it across the line, eventually finishing a 
brave third. Losses in the finals of the Challenge Trophy and the Wycombe Senior 
Cup took a little bit of the shine off what was a brilliant season for the club. 



Expectations were high going into season 2009/10 after going close to promotion in 
the two previous seasons. A slow start and a nightmare run of losses in October saw 
the title chase wobble and rapid exits from all cup competitions. But an incredible 
run of form with just one defeat in 23 took Saints to the top to the pile where they 
became the target for other teams’ top performances and it wasn’t until they were 
overtaken by Aylesbury in the last two games that they had to settle for the runners-
up spot again. 
 
At the start of 2010/11, the aim was clear: promotion was the number one target. 
Getting off to an incredible start in notching up seventeen straight wins, Saints 
grabbed top spot and refused to relinquish it for the entire season, never being less 
than four points clear at any stage. The focus was clear and any progress in the cups 
was quickly curtailed. Such was the dominance in the league, the champagne corks 
popped with five games to spare as the title was secured. The curtain was brought 
down on the record breaking season and their five year stay in the Spartan League by 
winning the Challenge Trophy for an unprecedented league and cup double. 
For the 2011/12 season, life was expected to be a trial for Saints yet they made a 
bright start in their new environs and quickly acclimatised. For long periods they 
were genuine contenders but a poor end to the season, combined with the loss of 
totemic striker Charlie Strutton to the professional ranks, saw them fall away into the 
mid table. A strong run in the FA Cup illuminated the 2012/13 season. An impressive 
win at Carshalton Athletic earned a tie against Conference side Bishop’s Stortford. A 
draw at Mill Meadow set up a replay that ultimately proved a step too far. Playing 
with style, Saints were to earn the Division’s Fair Play title but couldn’t reach the 
play-off positions. With a lack of firepower, the 2013/14 was a disappointing way to 
mark Danny Edwards’ tenth season in charge. The lack of goals consigned the side to 
a mid-table finish despite boasting one of the meanest defences. 
2014/15 saw the goals begin to return. A promising start saw the side hard to beat 
but too many draws held them back. A run in the FA Cup, highlighted by a deserved 
win in front of a baying Kettering crowd was coupled with a strong run in November 
that saw the club in a playoff position but from such heights, a miserable New Year 
run saw them tumble down into relegation territory. It took a stubborn recovery in 
April to ensure eventual safety. 
 
2015/16 was a highwater mark for Saints in their current run in the Southern League. 
Putting aside an early exit in the FA Cup Saints went on to head the table at New Year 
and looked set for their first tilt at the play offs, if not more. Sadly they repeated the 
poor run of results thereafter and fell away to finish sixth. Still an excellent all-round 
season as Tony Mendy secured top scorer honours in the division with 30 goals. 
In contrast, season 2016/17 was possibly the poorest in over a decade. A storming 
start to the season saw Saints in top spot throughout August but the hole left by the 
departed Mendy was never filled and as the goals dried up so the tumble down the 



table gathered pace. Some poor signings added to the problems and the second half 
of the season delivered just four wins and for a while relegation was a real possibility 
before safety was finally achieved. 2017/18 was one of our most exciting seasons in 
the Southern League, our seventh, with the side in playoff contention right up until 
the final few games. Our peerless record against those sides who ultimately claimed 
the top places, with just the single defeat in 12 games, including a notable double 
against champions Beaconsfield Town, underlined how competitive a side we were. 
Still struggling for goals, it was our defence that led the way with 16 clean sheets. It 
was a season that saw evergreen skipper Alan Hedley pass the 500 games mark and 
manager Danny Edwards reach 700 games in charge. Saints embrace change but 
enjoy stability at the same time. 
 

2018/19 saw Saints return to the Isthmian League after 12 seasons as football was 
restructured. An inconsistent defence and a shortage of goals ensured Saints were 
unable to escape the mid-table places. Towards the end of the season, Danny 
Edwards signalled his wish to step down from the role he had held with such 
distinction and Saints had to begin the process of finding a new manager. If 2019/20 
season became the one that never happened, it provided a new launch point for 
Chalfont as Finlay Johnson took over the reins. New faces and promising youth saw 
the season start well but a lack of goals eventually started to take its toll. A mid-table 
finish looked to have been secured before the lockdown put a premature end to the 
season. The 2020/21 promises a lot as Finlay continues to mature as a manager. New 
players and backroom staff add to the excitement and expectation. 

  

Chalfont St Peter AFC – player pen pictures 2020-21 season.                       

Luke Elliott. Left/Centre defence. Captain. Now in his second season with the club, 

Luke brings leadership and experience to the side. 

 

Riccardo Alexander-Greenaway. Midfield/defence. Supporters Player of the Season 

last term, Riccardo brings composure and versatility to the team. 

 

Blake D’arcy. Central Midfield. Joins from Cambridge Utd, Blake adds creativity. 

 

Owen James. Forward. Previously with Oxford Utd, Owen came to Saints on Loan for 

a short period last season and promises goals and assists. 

 

Brandon Kalu. Left back. Joins from Bedfont Sports to offer creativity going forward. 

 



Sydney Ibie. Forward. Joint registered with Hemel Hempstead, Sydney offers a 

different challenge to defenders and is beginning to find the net. 

 

Danny Wickenden. Midfield. Young Player of the Year last season, Danny returns to 

the club after a short sojourn at Ware. Tireless worker and good at set pieces. 

 

Adam Roberts. Forward. Joins from Molesey, Adam will be hard working and hungry 

for goals. 

 

Ashley Hunt. Forward. Joins from Hillingdon Borough and another hard worker 

looking to bag the goals. 

 

James Evans. Full Back. Joint Young Player of the year (with Riccardo) James will be 

looking to gain experience and strengthen the defence. 

 

Geoff Kibaki. Right back. Signed from Bracknell Town. 

 

Stefan Powell. Midfield. Previously with Beaconsfield, Stefan impressed in a previous 

short stay at the club. 

 

Jack Corden. Defence. Trophy winner with Hillingdon Youth Jack is a wholehearted 

player. 

 

Andre Odetola. Central midfield. Composed and disciplined, Andre can dictate play. 

 

Finlay Johnson.  Manager. Finlay, a UEFA B License coach managed the U23 Hendon 

FC to the Middlesex League title in 2018-19 and has coaching experience with other 

clubs and professional academies. He is also North London Academy Scout Co-

Ordinator at Watford FC. 

 

Scott Dash. Assistant Manager. Previously at Northwood, steps up from the head 

coach role he held last season. 

 

Aaron Steadman. Head coach. Joins from Bracknell Town. 

 
 



Talk of the Town 
 

Young Blues March On 

FA Youth Cup final Qualifying Round 
Hertford Town 3 Leiston 1 
 
Our young bucks made history by putting the club into the main draw of the 
prestigious under-18s tournament, that has launched the careers of many a 
top footballer, with a comfortable win that booked a tie at MK Dons. The 
Blues dominated early possession and went a goal up when Albert Rachi 
converted a penalty after L’Shay Aguh was felled dribbling into the box. 
However, out of the blue, Leiston equalized just before the break to set up a 
potentially nervous second half. In the end, though, the boisterous home 
crowd had nothing to fret about as goals from two free kicks in a scintillating 
second 45 sealed a great win. Straight from the re-start Jack Hewitt pounced 
on a rebound from a Ben Weyman free kick to put the Blues ahead and then, 
ten minutes from the end, Rachi put the icing on the cake by curling his set-
piece into the top corner. The boys rightfully celebrated in style and can look 
forward to pitting themselves against a professional youth outfit and 
potentially making more history.  
 

 
 

 

 

Blues fans improvise during a 

temporary floodlight failure 

during the FA Youth Cup win.  

Pic courtesy of East Herts Radio 

https://twitter.com/90minutesehr 

 

https://twitter.com/90minutesehr


fixtures 

Date Opponents 
(bold = home) 

co R At Starting XI Subs used 

Sep 12 Maldon & Tiptree FAC 0-1 230 Mewitt; Herd; Bryant; Pedro; Gardiner; Gosling; Jagdev2; Makhendi3; Brown; Gymer1; Ogbonna Batt; Weyman; Fuma 

Sep 19 Tooting & Mitcham L 1-2 315 Mewitt; Herd; Bryant; Pedro; Gardiner; Gosling; Jagdev2; Makhendi; Faniyan; Gymer; Ogbonna1 Brown; Weyman 

Oct 3 Staines L 1-0 97 Mewitt; Herd; Bryant; Gosling; Gardiner; Makhendi2; Jagdev1; Pedro3; Faniyan; Gymer; Ogbonna Brown; Symes 

Oct 6 Harlow L 1-0 305 Mewitt; Herd; Bryant; Pedro; Gardiner2; Gosling; Jagdev; Symes;  Faniyan; Gymer1; Ogbonna Batt; Brown 

Oct 10 Waltham Abbey L 1-2 152 Mewitt; Herd; Bryant; Makhendi; Gardiner; Gosling; Jagdev;  Symes; Faniyan; Gymer; Brown1 Weyman 

Oct 13 Faversham FAT 4-1 212 Mewitt; Herd; Bryant; Symes; Gardiner; Gosling; Brown; Pedro; Faniyan; Gymer1; Ogbonna Makhendi 

Oct 20 Westfield L 1-3 101 Mewitt; Herd; Bryant; Symes; Gardiner; Gosling; Jagdev; Pedro1; Faniyan; Gymer; Ogbonna Brown 

Oct 24 Chertsey L 4-1 400 Mewitt; Herd; Bryant; Makhendi; Gardiner; Symes; Brown2; Pedro; Faniyan; Gymer1; Ogbonna Saydee; Jagdev 

Oct 27 Chalfont St Peter L     

Oct 31 Ashford Town L     

Nov 7 Chipstead L     

Nov 14 Uxbridge L     

Nov 21 Ware L     

Nov 28 South Park  L     

Dec 5 Northwood L     

Dec 12 Marlow L     

Dec 19 Bedfont Sports L     

Dec 26 FC Romania L     

Dec 28 Barking L     

Jan 2 Hanwell Town L     

Jan 9 Bracknell L     

Jan 16 Chalfont St Peter L     

Jan 23 Chertsey L     

Jan 30 Harlow L     

Feb 6 Staines Town L     

Feb 13 Bedfont Sports L     

Feb 20 Marlow L     

Feb 27 Ashford Town L     

Mar 6 Chipstead L     

Mar 13 Uxbridge L     

Mar 20 Ware L     

Mar 27 Northwood L     

Apr 3 South Park L     

Apr 5 FC Romania L     

Apr 10 Bracknell L     

Apr 17 Tooting & Mitcham L     

Apr 24 Waltham Abbey L     

May 1 Westfield L     

May 3 Barking L     

May 8 Hanwell Town L     

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

 

 

 



League Table 

  Pld. GD Pts 

1 Waltham Abbey 6 +9 16 (promotion) 

2 Bracknell Town 5 +9 13  
(play- 
offs) 

3 Ashford Town (Mdx) 6 +4 13 

4 Tooting & Mitcham 6 +6 12 

5 Ware 6 +5 12 

6 Chertsey Town 6 +2 10 

7 Hanwell Town 6 +2 10 

8 Staines Town 6 -3 10 

9 Bedfont Sports 5 +5 9 

10 Hertford Town 6 -1 9 

11 Marlow 6 +4 8 

12 Westfield 6 +2 7 

13 Chipstead 6 -7 7 

14 Chalfont St Peter 6 -4 6 

15 Uxbridge 5 -2 5 

16 South Park 6 -6 5 

17 Barking  5 -4 4 

18 Northwood 7 -11 4 

19 Harlow Town 6 -5 3 

20 FC Romania 5 -5 3 (relegation play-off) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Non-league matters 

 

Jammer on the Glory Trail Again 
Out conquerors in the FA Cup, Maldon & Tiptree, have reached the 
first round proper for the second season running with a 1-0 win over 
Haringey Borough. The Jammers lost a lot of players to suitors from 
higher leagues after their exploits in 2019-20 (reaching the 2nd round 
after beating Leyton Orient and ending top of the Isthmian League 
North before the season’s curtailment) but their progress this season 
proves that they remain a quality side and that our narrow defeat at 
their hands was no disgrace.  
 
Harlow recruitment Drive 
The Hawks have responded to a poor start to the season by bringing in 
five new players over the past week. Most notably, goalkeeper Callum 
Taylor and striker Issa Mpenga have joined on loan from Southend 
United. 
 
Golden Boot 
The early pacesetters for this season’s South Central top scorer- with 
six goals apiece- are: Darnell Goather-Braithwaite (Westfield), Jason 
Hallett (Waltham Abbey) and Ogo Obi (Hanwell Town). Sam Faniyan, 
Like Gymer and David Ogbonna are our current joint scorers with two. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Non-League Paper Programme Column 

 

By Matt Badcock 

WHAT’S THE best goal you’ve seen live? Not necessarily your favourite or one that meant the most, 

saw your club win something or, dare I say it, avoid relegation. But the best. Football is subjective. 

One person’s best goal might not be to the taste of another’s. Some prefer mazy runs. Others think 

there’s nothing better than a long range strike that crashes in off the underside of the bar. We’re 

fortunate we get to see more Non-League goals than we ever did. Now wonder strikes from across the 

country are only a few clicks away, be it on the club’s website, YouTube channel or social media. 

Often we will see a goal just moments after the game has finished.It used to be waiting to buy the end 

of season club video to re-live those moments that could have occurred months earlier. Was it quite as 

good as you remembered? Was it really that far out? Did the keeper really have no chance? 

One that will always live long in my memory was a strike by Michael Warner for Farnborough Town 

against Heybridge Swifts. A headed clearance fell out of the sky to customary cries of ‘SHOOT!’  

Often the instruction to take aim is swiftly followed by groans as the ball sails off target, troubling 

parked vehicles in the car park more than the goalkeeper. But this day, Warner’s effort was a dream. 

Like a tracer missile the ball rocketed into the top corner. Two goalkeepers wouldn’t have saved it. It 

was brilliant. These days it would have gone ‘viral’ and been retweeted thousands of times on twitter. 

Technology has certainly made our annual Goal of the Season at The NLP’s National Game Awards 

more competitive than ever. More and more nominations roll in each year, all worthy winners from 

all different levels of the game. In years gone by, these goals would be the stuff of myth and legend. 

Now the tangible proof is there. I was fortunate enough to be at the National League North 

Eliminator game between Brackley Town and Gateshead a few months ago. Fans weren’t allowed in 

the grounds. That was a shame for loyal supporters as it is but even more so when Shane Byrne pulled 

a spectacular rabbit out of the hat on the stroke of half-time. Gateshead had just gone one up deep in 

first-half stoppage time and looked for all the world to be heading into the break in front. But Byrne, 

apparently, had other ideas. Receiving the ball from kick-off inside his own half, the midfielder hit an 

inch perfect ball that flew right into the top corner.  Gateshead keeper Brad James had no chance. It 

wasn’t like he’d been caught unawares not concentrating.  

It left the handful of people inside the ground open-mouthed. A wow moment. The only problem for 

me being, I didn’t fully see it. I was taking notes down from the first goal. Who shoots direct from 

kick-off!? I saw it in the air from a long way out, I saw it arrow into the net. I saw 80 per cent of it. 

But I didn’t see the actual strike itself. So does it count as my best goal witnessed live? It’s certainly 

the best one I nearly saw! 

 

 
 



Hertingfordbury Heroes 
 

Great Games of Yesteryear 

Hertford Town 2 Harlow Town 0 
Athenian League Division 1 
Monday 26th August 1968 
 
1. J. Noble 
2. R. Warman 
3. T. Taylor 
4. R. Callum 
5. J. Sneddon 
6. J. Draper 
7. R. Williams 
8. D. Whyte 
9. D. Clark 
10. B. Somers 
11. J. Higgs 
 
Goals: Cullum, Higgs (pen) 
 

• Hertford finished the season in 4th place winning 16 of their 30 
fixtures, missing promotion to the Premier League by just 6 points.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hertford Pen Pics 
 

 

Luke Mewitt – Composed and agile goalkeeper who joined the club 
over the summer from Huddersfield Town but is a Hertford boy. 
 
Ben Herd – Player/Manager Ben is an experienced right-back who 
started his career at Watford before amassing 400 football league 
appearances for Shrewsbury and Aldershot.  
 
Nathan Fuma- versatile and technically-gifted young full back, equally 
at home on either flank.  
 
Josh Bryant- exciting young prospect at left back who has broken 
through from the development squad. Formerly with Stevenage.  
 
Sam Whiting – A tenacious left back with good experience, Sam has 
previously played with Ware and Aylesbury.  
 
Harvie Gardiner- Strong, commanding centre back formerly at Hendon 
and Real Betis who stabilized the backline last season. 
 
Chris Gosling- Composed centre back formerly at Northwood who 
made a big impression when he joined last season. 
 
Isaac Pedro – Strong and technically gifted young midfielder, Isaac 
made great strides last season and became the regular captain. 
 
Stuart Lewis- industrious and hugely experienced midfielder who will 
combine playing for the Blues with coaching the Tottenham Hotspur 
academy side. An ex-pro for several seasons with Stevenage and 
Gillingham.  
 
Paul Symes- composed and industrious midfielder who has previously 
played in the Swedish and Spanish leagues.  



 
Brandy Makhendi-  powerful and experienced midfielder formerly 
with Soham Town and Great Wakering Rovers.  
 
Dane Batt – formerly of Colney Heath, Dane is another teenager 
looking to make his mark in senior football. A gifted attacking 
midfielder. 
 
Gursewek Jagdev- tricky right-winger with great dribbling skills 
previously with Marlow.  
 
Luke Gymer – another Hertfordshire teen who played his youth 
football at Biggleswade Town, Luke is an intelligent attacking 
midfielder with great invention. Last season’s top scorer and Player’s 
Player of the Season.  
 
Ben Weyman- exciting young wing prospect promoted from the 
Under-23 team last season 
 
David Ogbonna- skilful, direct winger signed from Hendon last season. 
 
Kit Brown-  skilful right-winger formerly at Ware and London Colney 
 
Samuel Faniyan-  Pacey centre forward who can also operate on the 
right flank. Formerly with Reading.  
 
Lewis Adrian- young striker with a good eye for goal 

 

 

 

 

 



Player Sponsorship 

Luke Mewitt 

Avialable to sponsor 

Ben Herd

Avialable to sponsor 

Josh Bryant          

Avaialable to sponsor 

 

Nathan Fuma 

Sponsored by:  

The Laws Family 

Harvie Gardiner 

Sponsored by:  

The Laws Family 

Chris Gosling    

Avialable to sponsor 

 

Paul Symes 

Avaialable to sponsor 

Brandy Makhendi 

Avaialable to sponsor 

Isaac Pedro  

Sponsored by: 

The Laws Family 

Dane Batt 

Avialable to sponsor 

G. Jagdev 

Avialable to sponsor 

Luke Gymer 

Sponsored by: 

Lorraine 

Ben Weyman    

Sponsored by: 

Lorraine 

David Ogbonna 

Avialable to sponsor   

Kit Brown 

Avialable to sponsor 

Sam Faniyan 

Avialable to sponsor 

It is £50 for the season to sponsor a player. Contact hertfordtowninfo@gmail.com 

mailto:hertfordtowninfo@gmail.com


Match Reports 

Hertford Town 1 Waltham Abbey 2 

The Blues were unable to stop the league leaders extending their 100% 
start to the season despite playing against ten men for an hour and 
laying siege to the Abbey goal for most of the second period. The 
visitors were big, physical and direct and scored twice with headers 
either side of having giant centre-back Dear sent off for blatantly 
scything down Sam Faniyan when through on goal. Paul Symes capped 
a fine display with a superb long range goal mid-way through the 
second half but an equalizer could not be found despite Faniyan twice 
going close.  
 

Westfield 1 Hertford Town 3 

It is a measure of how much progress the Blues have made that they 
ran out easy winners against a side that put nine past us last season. 
Ben’s boys responded to unluckily going one down with a blistering 
second half performance; possibly their best 45 since the gaffer’s 
arrival. Luke Gymer bagged a brace and David Ogbonna continued in 
his rich vein of form with the other as the hosts were pinned back by 
Hertford’s slick passing and relentless attacks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo Gallery  

 

 

 

 

The lads celebrate with the fans after the Harlow win 

Thanks to Ian Bush 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next on the Road 

Ashford Town 

October 31st (3pm) 

Short Lane, Stanwell.  

Car 

Leave the M25 at Junction 13 and take the A30 towards London. Pass 

the Crooked Billet roundabout and Ashford Hospital and then turn left 

for Short Lane.  

 

Public Transport 

Take the tube to Hatton Cross (Piccadilly Line) and then a bus.  Take 

the 203 bus towards Staines from Stand D or 555 (Walton on Thames) 

or 557 (Addlestone) from Stand E. Whichever you catch (services are 

quite frequent), alight at Long Lane, Stanwell.  Walk down Long Lane, 

past the (now closed) Three Crowns pub, until you see Short Lane on 

your left.  Proceed along Short Lane and the ground will appear on 

your left. 

 

Making a day of it 

• Staines Reservoir nearby is good for fishing, birdspotting and 

walking. 

• For 80’s synth pop fans- Gary Numan is from Stanwell and 

played his first gig at the village hall. 

 

 



LINE UPS 

Hertford Town   Chalfont St Peter   

 

 

Andy McCorkell 
Andre Odetola 
Brandon Kalu 
Panny Boxer 
Luke Elliott 
Romario Jonas 
Danny Wickendon 
Stefan Powell 
Ashley Hunt 
Kai Waters 
Owen James 
 
Joshua Boorn 
Sydney Ibie 
Ricardo Alexander 
 

Luke Mewitt 
Ben Herd 
Josh Bryant 
Chris Gosling 
Harvie Gardiner 
Paul Symes 
Gursawek Jagdev 
Isaac Pedro 
Samuel Faniyan 
Luke Gymer 
David Ogbonna 
 
Nathan Fuma 
Dane Batt 
Brandy Makhendi 
Kit Brown 
Ben Weyman 
 

MATCH OFFICIALS 

• Referee:  Shaun Gregory  
• Assistant Referee:  Matthew Paluszkiewicz 
• Assistant Referee:  Thomas Hood 

 

 




